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may reach a length of four ft. The interior
of the mouth is white and puffy, giving the
name 'cottonmouth.' Moccasins never go far
from water, and are especially addicted to ly-
ing in flooded swarnps, on islets and floating
logs, or coiled among the branches of bushes
overhanging the water, whence they may
pounce upon the fish, frogs, or swimming
snakes which form their principal fare.

Mocha, Arabia. See Mokha.

Mocha Stones, pieces of agate or of chal-
cedony, containing dendritic infiltrations, of-
ten assuming appearances resembling finely
ramified mosses or fern fronds. They were
first brought to Europe from Mocha, Arabia.
They are also found in North America. They
are used as brooch stones, but many of those
now sold are produced by artificially color-
ing natural agates. Of the same nature are
Moss Agates.

Mock Heroic Poetry is that in which mean
or trivial subjects are, for the purposes of sa-
tire or mere amusement, treated in the seri-
ous and elevated style proper to heroic or
epic themes. It is a form of parody, and
more or less synonymous with travesty or
burlesque*

Mocking Bird, or Mocl^ng Thrush, a
genus of birds about the size of the song
thrush; the upper parts of a dark brownish
ash color, the wings and tail nearly black,
the under parts brownish white. By day it
is generally imitative, excelling all birds in
its power of imitation. It possesses also a
song of its own, both strong and sweet, which
is most often heard during the twilight or at
night. The male is extremely attentive to his
mate, and manifests extraordinary courage
in driving away enemies from the nest. The
range extends from the central United States
to Mexico and the Antilles; and is the only
American song-bird which has been export-
ed commonly as a cage-bird to Europe.

Mod, The Gaelic. The Comunn Gaid-
kealack or Highland Association was found-
ed to promote the study of the Gaelic lan-
guage, literature, and music. A chief means
of carrying out the objects of the association
was the institution of an annual gathering,
where prizes are offered for excellence in Gae-
lic reading, recitation, literary compositions
in prose and verse, choir and solo singing,
and playing on the harp. The official title se-
lected by the Highland Association for these
gatherings is The Gaelic Mdd.

Mode, in music. Ancient Greek music was
founded upon a melodic system of diatonic
scales termed modes. It was not until about

the 17th century that these old modes were
finally superseded by our present forms of
major, minor, and chromatic scales.

Models and Modelling. A model is an
object to be reproduced by imitation. A
model may represent a perfect type incap-
able of reproduction, but furnishing an ideal
aim or, as in mathematics, something men-
tally conceived; or, as in foundries, the act-
ual mould in which a bell is cast. Living per-
sons are employed by artists as models in the
various art centres. In geography, globes,
maps, and other representations; in sculp-
ture, figures of plastic materials; in anatomy,
reproductions of the human form; in me-
chanical science, machines; in pure mathe-
matics and geometry, models constructed of
papier-mache, are employed to present to
the senses the precise form of figures and
curves. Models of yachts, ships, theatres,
and other tangible objects are habitually em-
ployed for the same reason. The largest col-
lection of models exists in the U. S. Patent
Office. For modeling in plastic art, see Mod-
elling, by Lanteri (1902).

Modena, town, cap. of prov. of Modena,
Italy. The cathedral, with a marble tower,
was commenced in 1099 by the Countess Ma-
tilda of Tuscany; while the palace, built by
Francis n. in the i7th century, contains a
valuable library. The town is the seat of an
archbishop. Modena is exceptionally rich in
churches, palaces, and public buildings. Wool-
len and hempen cloths, hats, and leather are
manufactured; p. 91400.

Modica, tn., prov. Syracuse, Sicily. The
chief trade is in gram, wine, oil, butter,
cheese, and cattle; p.55,000.

Modjeska, Helena (1844-1909), Polish
actress, born at Cracow. In 1876 she came
with her husband to the U. S. and settled
near Los Angeles, CaL, where they hoped to
establish a Polish colony, but this plan prov-
ing unsuccessful she decided to return to the
stage. In San Francisco in 1877, as Adrienne
Lecouvreur, she met with the greatest success.
She repeated this success in New York, and
thereafter made frequent tours in England,
Poland, and throughout the U. S., making
her home in the latter country, where she
gained distinction as a tragic actress.

Modocs, an Indian tribe, who formerly
dwelt on the frontiers of Oregon and Cali-
fornia. In 1873 the survivors were removed
to the Klamath reservation in Indian Terri-
tory. The Modocs speak a stock language,
and possess traditions, myths, and animal
tales, showing great imagination and even